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Bangladesh has done remarkably well in terns of ensuring access to education for women, especially at
primary level. The country's focus on education for female child evolved gradually and before
independence, not much emphasis was placed in educating the female children. A number of policy
initiatives and programmatic interventions taken by the Government of Bangladesh (including introduction
of the Compulsory Primary Education Act of 1990 and initiation of Female Stipend Program in 1994)
changed this situation quite drastically. By 2009, the net enrollment rate for girls was 98%. From 1990 to
2009, the gender parity index (ratio of girls to boys) increased from 0.83 to 1.01 in primary schools and as
of 2015, it stands at 1.08 for the GER and 1.02 for the NER which essentially means that a higher
proportion of girls than boys attend primary school.

The significant increase in girls' participation at the primary level has not resulted into their increased
participation in the secondary or tertiary education levels (Amin & Chandrasekhar, 2012; Sohel, 2012;
Mahmud & Amin, 2006). According to a recent UNICEF study, net attendance rates in secondary education

stands at only 53%4) for girls. The reasons for the high drop-out rate of girls at the secondary level include
a lack of focus on the part of government policies and programs to improve girls' retention in secondary
school and the prevalence of early marriage in the country. There is positive correlation between the number
of years a girl spends in education with her age at first marriage (Coram International, 2015, p.i). Early
marriage is considered the root cause that forces the female student to drop out. Bangladesh has the highest
rate of early marriage in the region and rated fifth-highest in the world (Ashadujjaman & Akter, 2017: 28).
18% of girls in Bangladesh married before age 15 and a staggering 520 % married before turning 18 years
old despite the minimum legal age to marry being 18 for women 21 for men (Ashadujjaman & Akter, 2017:
28; Human Rights Watch, 2015: 34).

The existing literature is helpful in identifying the factors that negatively affect female students' access to
education at the secondary level and they provide a broad perspective in regard to the impact of different
societal and economic factors including poverty, early marriage, and gender norms. I lowever, the literature
considers these factors as separate and has not taken under consideration how the interaction between these
factors shape the parents' decision regarding whether to sending their daughters to school or marrying them
off early. As Mahmud & Amin (2006) explained, "Peculiarities of marriage market in Bangladesh, of which
early age at marriage for girls is one, mean that the costs and returns to adolescent girls' schooling are
mediated by many factors at the community, household and individual levels" (Mahmud & Amin, 2006:
73).

Efforts to prevent child marriage in Bangladesh have not looked at the factors that influence the decision-
making process and do not include initiatives to change attitudes and behaviors. Effective behavior change
interventions require constant messaging to take place. The World Bank has conducted a diagnostic study
to identify the gaps in existing knowledge about the factor and determinants of child marriage in Bangladesh
and add a new facet to the fight to stop child marriage. The key results of this diagnostic study are
summarized below:

* Parents' decision for marrying off their child follows a complex process. The process has three layers
(household, community and institutional and the layers are influenced by two types of factors
(motivating and demotivating factors).

* Motivating factors:

* Premarital affair: If the girl has a premarital affair, the parents try to marry her off as soon as
possible. Such incidents have a ripple effect at the community. If the parents come to know
about the affair of one girl, they ger concerned about their own daughter and attempt to marry
her off.

* Matchmakers: The matchmakers are found as influential actors for child marriage. They bring
proposals from groom's family and try to convince the daughter's family even though she is
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below the age to get married legally. The matchmakers even bring the potential groom and

wait in front of girls' school to show the girls.

* Proposal from affluent family: Research shows that, if the girls' parents receive proposal from

wealthy family, they tend to agree thinking about the secure future of their daughter.

* Marriage registration office: Evidcnces shows that, the marriage registration office (Kazi office)

often increases the age of the daughters during registration to make it legally valid. They receive

extra financial incentives for doing this act.

De-motivating factors:

* Academic performance of the child: A shift from traditional norm of negligence towards girls'

education has been observed. Research shows that, if a girl child has a good academic record

in her school, the parents rethink before taking the decision to marry the girl off.

* Influence of local institutions and law enforcement agency: Strong local institutions (Union

Parishad or Upazila Parishad) and law enforcement agencies are critical role players to reduce

the incidents of child marriage. Research shows that, the strong role by the local government

bodies is making it difficult for the parents to marry off their children at an early age. In some

cases, parents try their best to hide their intention fearing that the local government institutions

would not allow them to proceed with child marriage. The parents also think, if they get caught

during wedding, it will be shameful for the image of the family. So, in future they would not

be able to find a groom for their daughter.

* Safety at community level: The concern for security is a significant predictor of child marriage

in Bangladesh. The institution level actors can work to reduce sense of insecurity of the

parents. For example, by reducing the sense of insecurity among parents, an institution can
help in reducing child marriages.

* Hygiene factor: Research shows that existence of these factors do not necessarily prevent early
marriage, but the absence of these factors increases the possibility:

* Location of school: If the location between school and the residence is close, parents tend not to
marry their child off early.

Above mentioned findings were used to prepare the base component of the module. Version of the module
was shared and screed to different stakeholders. Their comments and suggestions were thoroughly assessed
and applicable and relevant recommendations were incorporated in the finally submitted module.

To spread the messages about the importance and necessity to prevent child marriage by raising awareness
and changing behavior of different actor.

1. Identify Target Audiences (considering different actor and stakeholders)

2. Select appropriate location (e.g. school, auditorium, public place etc.) considering easy access to
the participants.

3. Choice appropriate projection or screening capacity. From the experience of dissemination
workshop arranged by Development Research Initiative (dRi) it was found that to show the

docudrama to an audience of 1500 participants minimum 120*90-inch screen is required. Also, for
open space and day time, appropriate preparation is necessary to ensure that screen has enough

cover so that minimum outside light reach there. A projector with minimum 5000 lumen is required
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4. A proper sound system is very important, to ensure everyone's active participation. From the

experience of dissemination workshop arranged by dRi, in an open space with a participation of
1500 people, minimum 3 pair sound system is necessary to reach everyone. It is different for closed
environment.

5. Other necessary logistical preparation must be taken. Before organizing a workshop, a team must
assess all possible requirements for that specific location and environment and take necessary

arrangements.

There are approximately 23500+ secondary school in Bangladesh. To achieve best outcome from the
developed "Behavior Change Module", it should be presented in every school so that all target population
can be covered. From the experience of dissemination workshop arranged by dRi, it was assessed that to
organize a proper workshop with coverage of all relevant stakeholder in a school around BDT 500,000/=
is necessary. Though, this amount can vary concerning special requirement of a specific location or venue.
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