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Chhattisgarh is India’s 18th most populous state and home to 26 million people, 10 million of 
who are poor. The state has the highest poverty rate in the country. After a decade of status quo 
poverty started declining in the state post 2005. The pace of poverty reduction however has been 
slower than in other Low Income States. The state has lagged behind in growth as well. Uneven 
performance by industry puts growth at risk. In addition, consumption inequality has increased, 
particularly in urban areas.

Chhattisgarh has the highest poverty rate in the country
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There is high poverty in the eastern and southern districts of Chhattisgarh
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Low Income States are highlighted in orange, AI is All India.
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Chhattisgarh has lagged the rest of India in the pace of poverty reduction

After a decade of no change, poverty declined in Chhattisgarh after 2005
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Low Income States are highlighted in orange, AI is All India.
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Growth in Chhattisgarh is volatile due to uneven performance of industry

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012

0

5

10

15

20

-5

0

5

10

15

20

Growth in Chhattisgarh is lower than the national average, but higher than in some Low Income States
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Interpreting the graph
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Data for 19 large states and All India.  
Low Income States are highlighted in orange.

Annual growth rate, (%) Components of GSDP growth rate, (%)

■    Chhattisgarh GSDP          ■    All India GDP

9.0

-1.4
-2.0

2.2

2.7

-1.7

4.0

13.5

1.0

3.3

3.4

1.9

3.9

6.5

-2.0

3.3

-1.3
1.5

5.7

1.1
3.8

1.0

0.6

4.2

■  Services          ■  Industry          ■  Agriculture



 

Chhattisgarh
Poverty, Growth & Inequality

4 May 20, 2016

Poverty reduction in Chhattisgarh is slower than in most other Low Income States

Chhattisgarh is among the Low Income States where a disproportionate share of India’s poor live

Poverty rate, 2005

bubble size: number of poor (millions)
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Data for 19 large states and All India.  
Low Income States are highlighted in orange.

Data for 19 large states and All India.  
Low Income States are highlighted in yellow.
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Consumption inequality has increased in Chhattisgarh, more significantly in urban areas

Consumption inequality in Chhattisgarh is lower than the national average

Gini coefficient, 2012
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