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Country Development Partnerships 
for Infrastructure (CDP-INFRA), 
Health (CDP-H), and Education 
(CDP-ED)

In the first two months of the New Year, the World 
Bank Office in Thailand has launched two Country 
Development Partnerships (CDP) with the Royal 
Thai Government. 

The January 31 launch of the CDP-INFRA, at the 
Shangri-La Hotel, was a notable event. All senior 
officials from relevant Government agencies were 
on hand to join the Bank in inaugurating this very 
important partnership. The launch was co-chaired 
by Secretary-General of the National Economic and 
Social Development Board, Dr. Ampon Kittiampon 
World Bank, and Country Director for Thailand, 
Mr. Ian Porter. 

Following opening remarks by Dr. Panas Simasathien, 
the NESDB Chairman, World Bank Infrastructure 
Sector Coordinator, Mr. Zhi Liu, presented the 
elements of the CDP-INFRA.  Mr. Liu then 
launched a lively discussion on the challenges 
confronting infrastructure development in Thai-
land. Guest speakers for this discussion included 
Mr. Arkhom Termpittayapaisith, Deputy 
Secretary-General, NESDB, Ms. Sittichod Want-
awin, Executive Director, the Energy Policy and 
Planning Office, Mr. Aram Kornsombut, Deputy 
Director-General, the Office of Transport and 
Traffic Policy and Planning, Assoc. Prof. Sudharma 
Yoonaidharama, Commissioner, the National 
Telecommunications Commission, and Mr. Sun 

Vithespongse, Deputy Director-General, Public 
Debt Management Office.

CDP-INFRA is a knowledge-sharing program 
designed to assist the Government with improve-
ment of national infrastructure. The World Bank 
believes this key effort will help strengthen the Thai 
economy’s competitiveness, thus improving the 
well-being of the Thai people. This CDP clearly 
defines each area of World Bank support for the 
Thai Government’s drive to develop and imple-
ment a national infrastructure and logistics devel-
opment strategy. 

We will provide technical support in three areas: 
renewable energy development and energy efficiency, 
urban transport development in the Bangkok metro-
politan area, and strengthening the regulatory capac-
ity of the National Telecommunications Commission 
(NTC).  The Bank, as well as other international 
partners, will also support a pilot demonstration 
project for rural water supply and income generation.

New World Bank Study Examines 
Growth Prospects of Thailand’s 
Fashion Industry

Thailand can become a regional fashion center and 
has the potential to join the ranks of global centers. 
Achieving these objectives, however, will require 
more investment in technology and human capital 
by Thai firms, as well as policy backing from the 
Government.

“The appetite for luxury goods is insatiable. And as 
millions join the ranks of the affluent in Asia, all 
signs point toward a robust upward trend,” said 
Dr. Shahid Yusuf, a World Bank Economic 
Adviser. “The time is ripe for Thai firms which 
have acquired manufacturing capabilities to take 
aim at the luxury products market–by harnessing 
local and global design and marketing skills to 
create Thai brands that can compete with the best in 
the world.”

Dr.  Yusuf is the team leader of the World Bank-Japan 
study titled Post-Industrial East Asian Cities: Inno-
vation for Growth, which was completed in late 2006. 
The study examines the changing economic landscape 
of major cities in East Asia – Bangkok, Singapore, and 
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The national launch of the CDP-INFRA in Bangkok, January 31

Importantly, each of these initiatives was 
designed under the leadership of the Royal Thai 
Government.
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The NESDB is the World 
Bank’s primary partner 
for this program. Other 
partners include the 
Ministry of Finance 
(the Public Debt Man-
agement Office), the 
Ministry of Energy (the 
Energy Policy and Plan-
ning Office), the Minis-
try of Transportation 
(Office of Transport 
Planning), the Ministry 
of Environment and 
Natural Resources, and, 
finally, the NTC. 

On February 5, the World Bank also joined the 
Ministry of Public Health in announcing a new 
partnership program, the Country Development 
Partnership in Health (CDP-H).

The CDP-H is a three-year program, which 
provides for World Bank technical support to help 
Thailand improve the development of the country’s 
health sector. Judging from the steady decline in 
child and maternal mortality since the 1960s, Thai-
land has enjoyed significant successes in improving 
public health. However, changing demographic 
and disease patterns, as well as financial pressures 
from the provision of universal health insurance 
coverage, has been hampering efforts by the 
Government to sustain current healthcare programs.

The CDP-H is designed to help the Government 
address these issues. Its three components aim to (i) 
improve the effectiveness of Thailand’s HIV/AIDS 
response, (ii) improve the effectiveness of public 
expenditures in the health sector, and (iii) improve 
the sector’s human resources and workforce man-
agement.

The cost of this program is estimated at $1.6 million. 
Financial support will be given in part by the Insti-
tutional Development Fund grant facility of the 
World Bank, the World Bank-Netherlands 
Partnership Program, the Global Fund to Fight 

Aids, Tuberculosis and Malaria and the Thai 
Government. It complements the existing European 
Commission grant program on health sector reform 
(phase II: 2005-2009), designed to support the 
implementation of the universal coverage policy.

The Ministry of Public Health is the primary 
partner in the CDP-H. The International Health 
Policy Program (IHPP), which will serve as the 
Government focal point in this partnership, the 
Department of Disease Control, the National 
Economic and Social Development Board 
(NESDB), the Ministry of Finance, the Ministry of 
Interior, the Ministry of Labor, and a group of 
relevant Non-Governmental Organizations will 
also participate in the program

In addition to these two new CDPS, the World Bank 
also assisted the Ministry of Education with orga-
nizing the dissemination seminar for the Country 
Development Partnership for Basic Education 
Reform (CDP-ED). This seminar was held at Siam 
City Hotel on February 2. 
 

The CDP-ED seminar was a public hearing forum 
on lessons learned during the implementation of the 
CDP-ED, a partnership program between the World 
Bank and the Thai Government.

The CDP-ED consisted of three components. The 
first component focused on public education financ-
ing reform and was designed to improve the man-
agement of public expenditures in education. The 
second component aimed to support decentraliza-
tion efforts, which will see education management 
transferred o the school level. The third component 
provided for World Bank technical support to the 
Thai Government in developing modules for teach-
ers’ training and distance learning. This component 
is focused on the improvement of teachers’ skills for 
core curriculum, namely math and science.

Dr. Wichit Srisa-an, Minister of Education, opened 
the seminar, which was also attended by Khun 
Mandhana Sangkhakrish, Deputy Secretary-
General, Office of the Basic Education Commission, 
Mr. Jean – François Cautain, Chargé d’Affaires, a.i., 
Delegation of the European Commission, Mr. 
Porter and World Bank Country Sector Coordinator 
(Human Development), Luis Benveniste.

Continue on page 3

Country Development Partnership (Continue from page 1)

Mr. Ian Porter signed and exchanged the CDP-H agreement with 
Ministry of Public Health’s Dr. Manit Teeratanitkanont

Dr. Zhi Liu during his presentation 
on the CDP-INFRA

Some of the students participating in the CDP-ED dissemination seminar
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Shanghai among them. (Bangkok accounts for more 
than a third of  Thailand’s Gross Domestic Products). 
The objective of this book is to identify East Asia’s 
new urban engines of economic growth in light of 
global and regional changes, said Dr. Yusuf. He was 
in Bangkok in late January to promote the book, as 
well as a separate study on Towards a Knowledge 
Economy in Thailand. He was accompanied by Dr. 
Kaoru Nabeshima, a World Bank Economist and 
the other co-author of the East Asia volume.

Post-Industrial East Asian Cities takes a close look 
at the strengths and weaknesses of the Thai fashion 
industry’s garments and jewelry sub-sectors, which 
Dr. Yusuf said have the makings of dynamic 
leading sectors for the Thai economy. It recom-
mends advancing technology and design, embark-
ing on strong marketing efforts, increasing the use 
of Internet to sell and promote high fashion, and 
building a brand that is globally recognized as the 
key step to develop the Thai fashion industry.

Over the last two decades, rapid economic expan-
sion and urbanization in the region has created a 
large status-conscious middle class, which is gener-
ating strong demand for the products of the fashion 
industry. 

The Thai fashion sector, which has reported $12 
billion sales in 2004, now comprises almost 20,000 
small and medium-sized enterprises, employing 
around two million workers.

Much of the activities in the fashion sector are 
generated in Bangkok. In recent years, the city 
hasbeen trying to position itself as a fashion center 
of East Asia. This effort was bolstered in 2004 by the 
“Bangkok Fashion City” initiative, for which the 
Thai Government has allocated a budget of close to 
two billion baht ($59 million).

But Thailand’s share of the global garments market 
remains small at around 2%. “This means that there 
still are a lot of opportunities for the Thai fashion 
industry to grow,” Dr. Yusuf said during a work-
shop for Thai Government officials and local trade 
representatives, held at the World Bank Office in 
Bangkok. “Moreover, given the rate at which 
income and the appetite for positional luxury goods 
is expanding, there are plenty of low-hanging 
market possibilities for Thai firms to grasp.”

While Thailand is certainly one of the world’s 
leaders in the silk and gem industries, competition 
from other countries in East Asia, namely China 
and India, continues to rise. To increase their world 
market share, Thai firms must promote their prod-
ucts through local and overseas exhibitions, and 
improve the technology for designing, cutting, 
making and finishing garments, as well as in cutting 
and sorting gem stones. 

Using the Internet to sell clothing and jewelry 
would also be important to the industry’s growth, 
Dr. Yusuf said. “It would be the quickest way to 
establish a global presence and a brand image,” he 
added. “This could be followed by brick-and-
mortar outlets.” 

As in other East Asian cities, the future growth of 
Bangkok will increasingly come from the strength 
of innovative activities instead of factor accumula-
tion.   “It will also hinge upon the quality of the 
urban environment - an environment which is rich 
in amenities and is supportive of a creative culture, 
which will attract and keep skilled professionals in 
the city,” Dr. Yusuf said.

Thaland’s Fashion Industry (Continue from page 1)

Dr. Yusuf presenting his research on the urban economic growth of East 
Asia at the World Bank Office in Bangkok, January 30

Above: Some of the jewelry designs by Thai companies (photos courtesy 
of Gold Master and Bangkok Fashion City)

These three CDPs, covering infrastructure, health, 
and education, are examples of the World Bank’s 
efforts to support the economic and social develop-
ment of Thailand.  Importantly, each of these initia-
tives was designed under the leadership of the 
Royal Thai Government.  The World Bank Office in 
Thailand will continue to support these partner-
ships, assisting the government’s development and 
reform efforts.  

“This means that there still are a lot of opportu-
nities for the Thai fashion industry to grow,”

Dr. Shahid Yusuf 



Page 4

For comments or questions about this newsletter, 
please contact Mr. Tinnakorn Sareenun 
The World Bank Office, Bangkok
Siam Tower, 30th Floor, 989 Rama I Road, Pathumwan, Bangkok 10330 THAILAND

Tel.: +66 (0) 2686 8300
Fax: +66 (0) 2686 8301
Email: tsareenun@worldbank.org
Website: http://www.worldbank.or.th

Q&A with Luis Benveniste, World 
Bank Country Sector Coordinator, 
Human Development Unit, East 
Asia and Pacific Region

Q: How long were you and your team working on 
the CDP-H?
A: We started to work on the development of 
CDP-H in April 2006 when Fadia Saadah, the HNP 
Sector Manager, met with Dr. Suwit from MOPH.

Q: How do you feel now (after the CDP has been 
signed)?
A: We are excited to move from project preparation 
into project implementation and begin to work 
towards realizing the goals and objectives laid out 
in our partnership agreement.

Q: What is the first step toward implementing the 
CDP-H?
A: We will host a workshop on international lessons 
learned about health financing at the end of this 
month.

Q: How do you think an ordinary Thai will benefit 
from this partnership program?
A: CDP-H will lay down important analytical foun-
dations that could potentially improve the 
efficiency, quality and outreach of health service 
delivery.

Q: What else is the Human Development Unit 
working on in Thailand?
A: We have a comprehensive program covering 
health, education and social protection issues. Our 
next big milestone will be the launch of our Social 
Monitor on Youth.

Q: What’s your favorite Thai word?
A: Sawasdee ...   

February 7: “The 
Potential Benefit of a 
WTO Round: Find-
ings from Recent 
Research” seminar at 
the World Bank Office, 
Bangkok.  The semi-
nar, chaired by Dr. 
William J. Martin, 
Lead Economist, the 
World Bank Trade 

Research Team, focused on the potential gains from 
liberalization for both developed and developing 
countries, what might a Doha Agreement look like?, 
and key issues as well as challenges in agriculture. 
Almost 70 participants from Government agencies 
and departments, foreign missions in Thailand, the 
academia, and research institutes participated in this 
event.

January 29: “Towards a Knowledge Economy in 
Thailand” - a seminar co-organized by the National 
Economic and Social Development Board (NESDB) 
and the World Bank, at the Grand Hyatt Erawan 
Hotel. The seminar aimed to share experience on 
building a knowledge-based Economy in light of 
changing regional and global trends. Keynote 
speakers and panel discussants during this seminar 
included Dr. Shahid Yusuf, a World Bank 
Economic Adviser, and the team leader of the 
World Bank-Japan study on East Asia’s urban 
economies, Dr. Chang Wan Jan, Senior Researcher 
Fellow, Korea Research Institute for Vocational 
Education & Training, Dr. Sakarindr Bhumiratana, 
the President of NSTDA, Assof. Prof. Apinetr 
Unakul, a lecturer from KMIT Lardkrabang, and 
Dr. Somchai Jitsuchon, the Research Director from 
TDRI. About 150 participants from government 
agencies, international organizations and civil 
society organizations, including the news media, 
attended the seminar.

Recent Events 


