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After nearly 3 months since version 1 of this paper was released, the number of countries and territories 
as well as social protection measures continue to climb. Since March 20, the number of countries quadrupled, 
while measures soared almost tenfold. Currently, 195 countries/territories have planned or introduced social 
protection measures in response to Covid-19. While this review’s version 11 will later provide a fresh look at 
which measures are planned, ongoing and ended, our repository of country actions now reached the four-digit 
milestone of 1024 measures (figure 1). 
 

Figure 1. Trends in number of countries/territories and social protection measures 
 

 
Social assistance accounts for most of the social protection response. A total of 621 measures were recorded, 
accounting for 60% of the response. Nearly 50% of those safety net measures, and about 30% of global measures, 
are various forms of cash-based transfers. Besides 271 targeted cash transfer programs in 131 countries, 
interventions include 6 universal transfers, 5 of which one-off, and a robust number (25) of social pension schemes 
(table 1). In-kind transfers are also substantial, with 23% of the social assistance portfolio including the 
distribution of food commodities, vouchers and school feeding programs. Both in-kind transfers and cash have 
bene growing steadily over time (figure 2). Finally, 14 public works programs are present in 11 countries. 
 

Table 1. Social assistance program type N. of measures N. of countries  

Cash transfers (conditional and unconditional) 271 131 
Universal one-off cash 5 5 
Childcare support 9 9 
Social pensions 25 22 

Sub-total (all cash-based measures) 310 133 
In-kind food/voucher schemes  116 87 
School feeding 27 25 

Sub-total (all in-kind measures) 143 96 
Utility and financial obligation support (waiver/postponement) 154 93 
Public works 14 11 

Total 621 173 
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Figure 2. Trends in cash-based and in-kind transfers measures 

 
 
Cash transfer programs tend to be of short duration and relatively generous in size. Information on duration 
is available for 70 cash transfer measures ranging from 1 to 12 months, for an average of 3.1 months (figure 3). 
In terms of generosity, data form 209 countries show that average transfers almost doubled (+93%). Increases 
more than doubled in five countries (Mongolia, Trinidad and Tobago, Egypt, South Korea and Brazil). Overall, 
transfers represent 30% of average monthly GDP per capita – a 5 points increase since last update in late May 
(figure 4). 
 

Figure 3. Duration of cash transfer programs (months) 
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Figure 4. Generosity of cash transfers as % of pre-Covid19 level (left) and of monthly GDP/capita 

  
 
Overall, social assistance continues to be adapted to the crisis in 3 ways. A total of 63 programs in 47 countries 
have adapted their administrative systems to make it easier for people to access programs, including advance 
payments waiving conditionalities, remote applications, etc. More generous transfers are provided for 75 
programs in 54 countries, both in terms of higher transfer levels and extra payment cycles. Scale-up of program 
coverage is occurring in 167 countries and concerns 466 measures. Among them, existing programs are being 
scaled-up in 23 cases. A total of 179 cash transfer programs are new (58% of the total cash-based transfers), 75 
of which are on-off measures (25% of the total). Table 2 and figure 5 report on those adaptations. 
 

Table 2. Adaptation of social assistance N. of programs  N. of countries  

Increase in existing benefits  75 54 
Vertical expansion 53   

Additional payment  22   
Scale up coverage 466 167 

Existing programs 23  18 
New programs  443 160 

one-off (targeted) 70   
one-of (universal) 5   

non-one off (universal) 1   
non-one off (targeted) 367   

Both vertical and horizontal expansion 17 13 
Administration 63 47 

Total 621 173 
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Figure 5. Adaptations in cash transfers 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The number of individuals that benefit from social assistance in various ways is staggering. Based on our 
analysis, 4 sets of numbers can be considered: if we consider the full set of ways in which programs are adapted 
(i.e., administration, adequacy and coverage), these have benefitted over 1.7 billion people (1,775,606,790). Using 
the same criteria, but restricting it only to cash-based measures, these have reached 1.2 billion individuals 
(1,297,710,250). If we examine the sole metric of coverage levels for cash transfers, then such scale-up covered 
1.1 billion people (1,142,065,485). Such level would increase by about half a billion people if also in-kind 
transfers are included (1,672,407,675).  
 
Where have cash transfers been scaled-up the most from their pre-Covid levels? Out of a sample of 18 
countries, Myanmar and Nigeria present some stunning, four-digit rates because of their low initial levels of 
coverage. If we exclude those exceptional cases, the average rate of increase in cash transfers coverage is about 
233%. Similarly, the Congo Republic and Madagascar have made remarkable scale-up efforts despite their very 
low initial coverage. Other countries like Indonesia and Bangladesh also present substantial scale up rates despite 
the relatively higher initial coverage levels.  
 

Table 3. Country scale-up 
Pre-C19 coverage 
(individuals)  

Latest  
Year 

C-19 coverage 
(individuals) 

Post-
COVID 
coverage 

Percentage 
change 

Myanmar 
                        
241,824  2016 

           
21,000,000  

     
21,241,824  8684% 

Nigeria 
                        
885,089  2015 

             
9,330,714  

     
10,215,803  1054% 

Congo, Rep. 
                          
43,455  2016 

                 
430,000  

          
473,455  990% 

Costa Rica 
                        
294,987  2015 

             
1,428,000  

       
1,722,987  484% 

Madagascar 
                        
192,341  2018 

                 
705,000  

          
897,341  367% 

Bolivia 
                     
3,417,803  2015 

           
11,000,000  

     
14,417,803  322% 

Guinea 
                        
505,530  2019 

             
1,600,000  

       
2,105,530  316% 

Egypt 
                     
5,929,126  2018 

           
18,500,000  

     
24,429,126  312% 

Increase in adequacy 

 [54 countries, 75 measures] 

Admin adaptation 

[47 countries, 63 measures] 

Increase in both adequacy 

and coverage  

 [13 countries, 17 measures] 

Coverage increase  

 [167 countries, 466 

measures] 

Horizontal expansion (coverage scale up) 

Vertical expansion 
(more generous or 
adequate transfers) 
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Colombia 
                     
4,651,872  2019 

           
13,250,000  

     
17,901,872  285% 

Bangladesh 
                   
15,132,772  2016 

           
24,710,691  

     
39,843,463  163% 

Morocco 
                     
2,315,080  2016 

             
3,000,000  

       
5,315,080  130% 

Dominican Republic 
                     
5,995,989  2018 

             
6,828,500  

     
12,824,489  114% 

Indonesia 
                   
75,223,184  2018 

           
83,200,000  

  
158,423,184  111% 

Chile 
                   
12,317,129  2018 

             
7,200,000  

     
19,517,129  58% 

Guatemala 
                     
7,760,023  2013 

             
2,000,000  

       
9,760,023  26% 

Armenia 
                        
642,467  2017 

                 
148,235  

          
790,701  23% 

Kazakhstan 
                     
7,950,652  2017 

             
1,500,000  

       
9,450,652  19% 

Georgia 
                     
2,778,646  2017 

                 
350,400  

       
3,129,046  13% 

Source: Pre-Covid coverage of cash transfers is from administrative data included in the Atlas of Social Protection Indicators of 
Resilience and Equity (ASPIRE) database. 
 
The coverage of cash and in-kind transfers varies by region. The coverage of cash transfers has increased over 
the past month, especially in East Asia and Pacific (figure 6). On average, 15% of the world’s population is 
covered by cash transfers, ranging from 2% in Africa to 22% in North America and LAC. The global average 
increases to 22%, mostly because of large-scale in-kind schemes in India. Country-level figures for cash transfers 
are laid out in figure 7, while figure 8 provides regional breakdowns. 
 

Figure 6. Cash transfers beneficiaries by region over time 
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Figure 7. Cash transfers as % of population by country 
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Figure 8. Cash and in-kind transfers as % of population by region 
 

 
  
Importantly, how many of country measures are planned, ongoing or ended in practice? This is an important 
question to get a firmer sense of the action at country level. While reporting data is often limited, patchy and 
unavailable, we re-surveyed all the 621 social assistance measures with a view of understanding their ‘state in 
implementation’ (table 4). Information was available for about 31% of the sample, or 195 measures. Out of these, 
72% (141 measures) are ongoing, while the rest of the portfolio is either planned (13%) or completed (14%) at 
this time. A similar assessment is underway for social insurance and labor market programs. 
 

 Table 4. State in implementation Planned  Ongoing  Ended Total 
Cash transfers (conditional and unconditional) 21 74 22 117 
Universal one-off cash 1 4 0 5 
Childcare support 1 2 0 3 

Social pensions 0 5 2 7 

In-kind food/voucher schemes  2 20 3 25 
School feeding 0 1 0 1 
Utility and financial waivers/postponements 1 33 1 35 
Public works 0 2 0 2 

Total  26 141 28 195 
 
Covid-19 has shed light on a range of vulnerabilities, including in urban areas. For this purpose, we re-
examined the dataset to identify the number of programs that have been designed to address the particular needs 
emerging in urban settings. A total of 21 programs have such urban lens, with 1 (Kenya) specifically designed for 
slums. While the latter is a public works scheme, most programs (14) are cash or in-kind transfers, followed by 
public works (2), school feeding (2) and utility support (2). 
 
Turning to other key social protection components, 263 social insurance programs are present in 125 
countries. Most programs include unemployment benefits (79 measures), followed by wavers, deferment or 
subsidization of social security contributions (61). Also paid sick leave is a significant intervention adopted for 
Covid-19 (59), and so are ways in which pensions were adapted (49). Table 5 sets out those measures. 
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Table 5. Social insurance program type  N. of measures N. of countries  
Paid sick support 59 49 
Healthcare insurance support  15 14 
Pension 49 35 
Social security contribution waiver/subsidy 61 53 

Unemployment benefit  79 64 
Total programs  263 125 

 
Supply-side, worker-related labor market programs are now featured in 140 programs and 85 countries. 
As in previous editions of this review, wage subsidies are the premier vehicle utilized for Covid response on the 
labor front. These now include 78 measures in 67 countries. Other measures include labor market regulation 
adjustments (27 cases), 23 activation initiatives, and shorter-time arrangements (12). Table 6 lays out those 
interventions.  
 

Table 6. Labor markets program type  N. of measures N. of countries  
Wage subsidy 78 67 
Activation (training) measures 23 19 
Labor regulation adjustment  27 23 
Shorter work time benefits  12 10 

Total programs 140 85 
 
 
Regions present different combinations of social protection components. Sub-Saharan Africa is the region 
with the highest share of social assistance (83%), followed by South Asia (76%) and Latin America and the 
Caribbean (71%). Only in Europe and Central Asia safety net transfers are less than half of the regional portfolio. 
Social insurance is particularly extensive in North America (44%), while East Asia present the largest share of 
labor market measures (20%). The latter as just 5% in Sub-Saharan Africa and South Asia (figure 9). 
 

Figure 9. Social protection composiiton by region 

 
What about countries in conflict and fragile situations? Table 7 presents new analysis for those countries, with 
57 social assistance measures, complemented by 9 and 4 social insurance and labor market programs, respectively. 
Many of the most fragile countries globally have no measures put in place – including Central African Republic, 
Syria, Yemen, Burundi, and Eritrea, among others. 
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Table 7. FCS Country SA measures SI measures LM measures 
HIGH-INTENSITY CONFLICTS 

Afghanistan 1     
Central African Republic       

Libya 1     
Somalia 1     

South Sudan 1     
Syria       

Yemen       
MEDIUM-INTENSITY CONFLICT 

Burkina Faso  5     
Burundi       

Cameron   2 3   
Congo, Dem. Rep 1     

Iraq 2     
Mali 3     

Niger  1     
Nigeria   3     

Sudan 1     
HIGH INSTITUTIONAL AND SOCIAL FRAGILITY 

Chad 1     
Comoros       

Congo, Rep. 3     
Eritrea        

Gambia, The 1     
Guinea-Bissau 2     

Haiti 2   1 
Kiribati       
Kosovo 5 2 1 

Lebanon 3 1   
Liberia  3     

Marshall Islands       
Micronesia, Fed. Sts.   1 1 

Myanmar 5 2   
Papua New Guinea        

Solomon Islands 1     
Tuvalu 1     

Venezuela  4   1 
Zimbabwe 2     

West Bank and Gaza 2     
Total 57 9 4 
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How much are countries spending on social protection responses? For a subset of countries for which data is 
available (64 in the case of social assistance, 20 for insurance, and 17 for labor markets), a total of $589 billion 
is being reported. This represents an increase of $48 billion since the last update in late May. This is about 0.4% 
of GDP, if we consider $142 trillion as the world’s GDP. Such level of investment is in line with overall social 
protection spending that occurred as part of the global response to the 2010 financial crisis. However, per capita 
spending is variable: this ranges from $123 in high-income countries to a mere $1 in low-income settings; 
similarly, South Asia only provides $3/capita (Table 8). 
 

 Table 8. Social Assistance Social insurance Labor Markets Spending pc 
  Countries Spending ($) Countries Spending ($) Countries Spending ($)  $/per capita  

LIC 9 249872606.4 0 
                        
-    0                          -    1  

LMIC 12 35759750595 3 1014126211 2 1076579479 6  

UMIC 25 22548434909 11 12493280113 8 
     

4,699,728,031  24  
HIC 17 5.02811E+11 6 2767439265 7 6030679534 123  

  561,369,009,001   
 
16,274,845,590    11,806,987,044  $53  

AFR 19 
       

3,383,313,304  1 
                 

86,207  2 
     

2,245,495,495  5 

EAP 12 
   

158,407,934,960  5 
     

1,191,239,269  6 
     

7,743,990,427  142 

ECA 14 
     

74,493,079,917  4 
        

332,951,157  6 
     

1,013,330,007  58 

LAC 13 
     

10,138,849,969  6 
   

13,036,568,956  1 
        

260,000,000  42 

MNA 3 
          

703,450,000  2 
     

1,709,000,000  2 
        

544,171,114  23 

NA 1 
   

290,005,000,000  1 
            

5,000,000  0                          -    295 

SAR 2 
     

24,237,380,850  0 
                        
-    0                          -    3 

   
   

561,369,009,001    
   

16,274,845,590    
   

11,806,987,044  53 
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Countries with planned or ongoing social protection responses to COVID-19 as of June 12, 2020 (n=195; gray = no data/measures reported) 
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  SOCIAL ASSISTANCE SOCIAL INSURANCE LABOR MARKETS 

Countries 

Cash-
based 

transfers 
* 

Public 
Works 

In-kind (in-
kind/school 

feeding) 

Utility 
and 

financial 
support 

Paid 
leave/unemployment  

Health 
insurance 
support 

Pensions 
and 

disability 
benefits 

Social security 
contributions 

(waiver/subsidy)      

Wage 
subsidy  

Activation 
(training)  

Labor 
regulation 
adjustment  

Reduced 
work time 
subsidy  

Afghanistan     ✓                   

Albania  ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓           

Algeria ✓   ✓   ✓   ✓ ✓         

Angola ✓   ✓ ✓         ✓       

Anguilla (UK) ✓       ✓               
Antigua and 
Barbuda ✓   ✓ ✓                 

Argentina ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓       

Armenia       ✓     ✓   ✓       

Aruba                     ✓ ✓ 

Australia ✓           ✓   ✓       

Austria  ✓       ✓       ✓       

Azerbaijan ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓       ✓   ✓   
Bahamas, 
the ✓   ✓                   

Bahrain ✓     ✓ ✓               

Bangladesh  ✓               ✓       

Barbados ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓     ✓ ✓       

Belarus ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓           

Belgium       ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓         

Belize ✓   ✓   ✓               

Benin       ✓                 

Bermuda ✓       ✓               

Bhutan ✓ ✓                     

Bolivia ✓     ✓ ✓               
Bosnia & 
Herzegovina ✓       ✓         ✓     



 

14 
 

  SOCIAL ASSISTANCE SOCIAL INSURANCE LABOR MARKETS 

Countries 

Cash-
based 

transfers 
* 

Public 
Works 

In-kind (in-
kind/school 

feeding) 

Utility 
and 

financial 
support 

Paid 
leave/unemployment  

Health 
insurance 
support 

Pensions 
and 

disability 
benefits 

Social security 
contributions 

(waiver/subsidy)      

Wage 
subsidy  

Activation 
(training)  

Labor 
regulation 
adjustment  

Reduced 
work time 
subsidy  

Botswana     ✓ ✓         ✓       

Brazil  ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ 

British Virgin 
Islands ✓   ✓ ✓           ✓     
Brunei 
Darussalam               ✓         

Bulgaria ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓   ✓   ✓   

Burkina Faso      ✓ ✓                 

Cabo Verde ✓             ✓ ✓       

Cambodia     ✓         ✓ ✓       

Cameron   ✓     ✓     ✓ ✓         

Canada ✓   ✓   ✓   ✓   ✓       
Caribbean 
Netherlands     ✓ ✓                 
Cayman 
Islands ✓   ✓ ✓                 

Chad       ✓                 

Chile ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓               

China ✓             ✓ ✓ ✓     

Code d’lvoire ✓   ✓ ✓   ✓             

Colombia  ✓   ✓   ✓   ✓ ✓         
Congo, Dem. 
Rep       ✓                 

Congo, Rep. ✓   ✓                   

Cook Island ✓       ✓       ✓ ✓     

Costa Rica ✓       ✓   ✓ ✓     ✓   

Croatia               ✓ ✓       

Cuba                 ✓       
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  SOCIAL ASSISTANCE SOCIAL INSURANCE LABOR MARKETS 

Countries 

Cash-
based 

transfers 
* 

Public 
Works 

In-kind (in-
kind/school 

feeding) 

Utility 
and 

financial 
support 

Paid 
leave/unemployment  

Health 
insurance 
support 

Pensions 
and 

disability 
benefits 

Social security 
contributions 

(waiver/subsidy)      

Wage 
subsidy  

Activation 
(training)  

Labor 
regulation 
adjustment  

Reduced 
work time 
subsidy  

Curacao     ✓           ✓       

Cyprus         ✓       ✓       

Czechia                 ✓   ✓   

Denmark                 ✓       

Djibouti     ✓                   

Dominica ✓                       
Dominican 
Republic ✓   ✓   ✓       ✓       

Ecuador ✓   ✓       ✓           

Egypt  ✓           ✓   ✓       

El Salvador ✓     ✓ ✓               
Equatorial 
Guinea     ✓                   

Estonia                ✓ ✓ ✓     

Eswatini ✓     ✓                 

Ethiopia   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓           ✓   

Fiji ✓     ✓ ✓     ✓         

Finland          ✓     ✓         

France ✓       ✓               

Gabon     ✓ ✓                 

Gambia, The     ✓                   

Georgia ✓       ✓       ✓       

Germany ✓       ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓     ✓ 

Ghana     ✓ ✓     ✓           

Gibraltar               ✓         

Greece ✓     ✓ ✓             ✓ 

Grenada ✓   ✓   ✓               
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  SOCIAL ASSISTANCE SOCIAL INSURANCE LABOR MARKETS 

Countries 

Cash-
based 

transfers 
* 

Public 
Works 

In-kind (in-
kind/school 

feeding) 

Utility 
and 

financial 
support 

Paid 
leave/unemployment  

Health 
insurance 
support 

Pensions 
and 

disability 
benefits 

Social security 
contributions 

(waiver/subsidy)      

Wage 
subsidy  

Activation 
(training)  

Labor 
regulation 
adjustment  

Reduced 
work time 
subsidy  

Guatemala  ✓               ✓       

Guernsey ✓       ✓       ✓       

Guinea ✓   ✓                   
Guinea-
Bissau     ✓ ✓                 

Guyana ✓     ✓                 

Haiti ✓   ✓           ✓       

Honduras     ✓                   

Hong-Kong ✓     ✓                 

Hungary       ✓ ✓   ✓       ✓   

Iceland ✓       ✓   ✓           

India  ✓   ✓     ✓   ✓         

Indonesia ✓   ✓     ✓   ✓   ✓     

Iran ✓       ✓               

Iraq ✓   ✓                   

Ireland ✓   ✓   ✓       ✓     ✓ 

Israel         ✓               

Italy ✓   ✓   ✓       ✓ ✓ ✓   

Jamaica ✓   ✓       ✓   ✓       

Japan ✓   ✓   ✓               

Jordan  ✓   ✓   ✓     ✓         

Kazakhstan ✓   ✓ ✓                 

Kenya ✓ ✓   ✓                 

Kosovo ✓     ✓     ✓ ✓ ✓       

Kuwait                ✓         
Kyrgyz 
Republic ✓   ✓ ✓       ✓         
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  SOCIAL ASSISTANCE SOCIAL INSURANCE LABOR MARKETS 

Countries 

Cash-
based 

transfers 
* 

Public 
Works 

In-kind (in-
kind/school 

feeding) 

Utility 
and 

financial 
support 

Paid 
leave/unemployment  

Health 
insurance 
support 

Pensions 
and 

disability 
benefits 

Social security 
contributions 

(waiver/subsidy)      

Wage 
subsidy  

Activation 
(training)  

Labor 
regulation 
adjustment  

Reduced 
work time 
subsidy  

Latvia         ✓       ✓       

Lebanon ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓               

Lesotho ✓   ✓           ✓       

Liberia      ✓ ✓                 

Libya     ✓                   

Liechtenstein         ✓               

Lithuania       ✓ ✓       ✓       

Luxembourg ✓       ✓       ✓       

Madagascar ✓   ✓         ✓         

Malawi ✓                       

Malaysia ✓     ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

Maldives       ✓ ✓       ✓       

Mali     ✓ ✓                 

Malta ✓     ✓ ✓       ✓       

Mauritania ✓     ✓                 

Mauritius ✓     ✓                 

Mexico ✓ ✓   ✓     ✓       ✓   
Micronesia, 
Fed. Sts.         ✓       ✓       

Moldova ✓       ✓       ✓       

Monaco         ✓     ✓         

Mongolia ✓   ✓ ✓       ✓ ✓       

Montenegro  ✓     ✓     ✓ ✓         
Montserrat 
(UK) ✓   ✓ ✓         ✓   ✓   

Morocco ✓       ✓     ✓         

Mozambique         ✓     ✓         
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  SOCIAL ASSISTANCE SOCIAL INSURANCE LABOR MARKETS 

Countries 

Cash-
based 

transfers 
* 

Public 
Works 

In-kind (in-
kind/school 

feeding) 

Utility 
and 

financial 
support 

Paid 
leave/unemployment  

Health 
insurance 
support 

Pensions 
and 

disability 
benefits 

Social security 
contributions 

(waiver/subsidy)      

Wage 
subsidy  

Activation 
(training)  

Labor 
regulation 
adjustment  

Reduced 
work time 
subsidy  

Myanmar ✓   ✓ ✓   ✓   ✓         

Namibia ✓     ✓                 

Nepal     ✓ ✓       ✓         

Netherlands ✓             ✓ ✓     ✓ 

New Zealand ✓       ✓       ✓       

Nicaragua     ✓                   

Niger        ✓                 

Nigeria   ✓   ✓ ✓                 
North 
Macedonia ✓   ✓   ✓     ✓         

Northern 
Mariana 
Islands ✓       ✓               

Norway       ✓ ✓         ✓ ✓   

Oman       ✓             ✓   

Pakistan ✓     ✓                 

Panama ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓           ✓   
Papua New 
Guinea         ✓               

Paraguay ✓                       

Peru ✓   ✓ ✓     ✓           

Philippines ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓     ✓ ✓ ✓   

Poland ✓             ✓ ✓       

Portugal  ✓     ✓ ✓     ✓ ✓ ✓     

Qatar         ✓       ✓       

Romania  ✓       ✓         ✓     

Russia ✓     ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓   ✓   

Rwanda ✓   ✓ ✓       ✓         



 

19 
 

  SOCIAL ASSISTANCE SOCIAL INSURANCE LABOR MARKETS 

Countries 

Cash-
based 

transfers 
* 

Public 
Works 

In-kind (in-
kind/school 

feeding) 

Utility 
and 

financial 
support 

Paid 
leave/unemployment  

Health 
insurance 
support 

Pensions 
and 

disability 
benefits 

Social security 
contributions 

(waiver/subsidy)      

Wage 
subsidy  

Activation 
(training)  

Labor 
regulation 
adjustment  

Reduced 
work time 
subsidy  

Saint Lucia ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓               

Samoa ✓     ✓       ✓         
Sao Tome 
and Principe ✓                       

Saudi Arabia       ✓ ✓ ✓     ✓ ✓     

Senegal     ✓ ✓                 

Serbia  ✓       ✓   ✓   ✓       

Seychelles               ✓         

Sierra Leone ✓   ✓                   

Singapore ✓   ✓ ✓         ✓ ✓     
Sint Maarten 
(Dutch part) ✓   ✓   ✓       ✓ ✓     
Slovak 
Republic ✓     ✓         ✓       

Slovenia ✓       ✓   ✓ ✓     ✓   
Solomon 
Islands       ✓                 

Somalia ✓                       

South Africa ✓   ✓   ✓       ✓       

South Korea ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

South Sudan ✓                       

Spain ✓       ✓     ✓         

Sri Lanka ✓   ✓ ✓     ✓           
St Kitts and 
Nevis       ✓ ✓               

St. Vincent 
and the 
Grenadines ✓   ✓   ✓   ✓           

Sudan     ✓                   
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  SOCIAL ASSISTANCE SOCIAL INSURANCE LABOR MARKETS 

Countries 

Cash-
based 

transfers 
* 

Public 
Works 

In-kind (in-
kind/school 

feeding) 

Utility 
and 

financial 
support 

Paid 
leave/unemployment  

Health 
insurance 
support 

Pensions 
and 

disability 
benefits 

Social security 
contributions 

(waiver/subsidy)      

Wage 
subsidy  

Activation 
(training)  

Labor 
regulation 
adjustment  

Reduced 
work time 
subsidy  

Suriname ✓       ✓               

Sweden          ✓     ✓         

Switzerland           ✓           ✓ 

Taiwan     ✓                   

Tajikistan ✓                       

Thailand ✓       ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓       

Timor-Leste ✓               ✓       

Togo ✓     ✓                 

Tonga  ✓     ✓       ✓         
Trinidad and 
Tobago ✓   ✓   ✓           ✓   

Tunisia ✓       ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓         

Turkey  ✓           ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ 

Turks and 
Caicos 
islands ✓     ✓                 

Tuvalu ✓                       

Uganda ✓     ✓       ✓         

UK ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓   ✓       

Ukraine ✓       ✓   ✓     ✓ ✓   
United Arab 
Emirates     ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓   ✓   ✓ 

Uruguay     ✓ ✓ ✓       ✓       

US ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓         

Uzbekistan ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓   

Vanuatu       ✓         ✓       

Venezuela  ✓   ✓ ✓         ✓       

Vietnam ✓     ✓ ✓     ✓         
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  SOCIAL ASSISTANCE SOCIAL INSURANCE LABOR MARKETS 

Countries 

Cash-
based 

transfers 
* 

Public 
Works 

In-kind (in-
kind/school 

feeding) 

Utility 
and 

financial 
support 

Paid 
leave/unemployment  

Health 
insurance 
support 

Pensions 
and 

disability 
benefits 

Social security 
contributions 

(waiver/subsidy)      

Wage 
subsidy  

Activation 
(training)  

Labor 
regulation 
adjustment  

Reduced 
work time 
subsidy  

West Bank 
and Gaza ✓     ✓                 

Zambia       ✓     ✓           

Zimbabwe ✓                       
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Countries and territories  

1. Afghanistan 
2. Albania  
3. Algeria 
4. Angola 
5. Anguilla (UK) 
6. Antigua and Barbuda 
7. Argentina 
8. Armenia 
9. Aruba (Netherlands) 
10. Australia 
11. Austria  
12. Azerbaijan 
13. Bahamas  
14. Bahrain 
15. Bangladesh  
16. Barbados 
17. Belarus 
18. Belgium 
19. Belize 
20. Benin 
21. Bermuda (UK) 
22. Bhutan 
23. Bolivia 
24. Bosnia & Herzegovina 
25. Botswana 
26. Brazil  
27. British Virgin Islands 

(UK) 
28. Brunei Darussalam 
29. Bulgaria 
30. Burkina Faso  
31. Cabo Verde 
32. Cambodia 
33. Cameroon 
34. Canada 
35. Caribbean 

(Netherlands) 
36. Cayman Islands (UK) 

37. Chad 
38. Chile 
39. China 
40. Côte d’lvoire 
41. Colombia 
42. Congo, Dem. Rep. 
43. Congo, Rep.    
44. Cook Island 
45. Costa Rica 
46. Croatia 
47. Cuba 
48. Curaçao (Netherlands) 
49. Cyprus 
50. Czechia 
51. Denmark 
52. Djibouti 
53. Dominica 
54. Dominican Republic 
55. Ecuador 
56. Egypt 
57. El Salvador 
58. Equatorial Guinea 
59. Estonia  
60. Eswatini 
61. Ethiopia  
62. Fiji 
63. Finland  
64. France 
65. Gabon 
66. Gambia, The 
67. Georgia 
68. Germany 
69. Ghana 
70. Gibraltar (UK) 
71. Greece 
72. Grenada 
73. Guatemala  
74. Guernsey (UK) 
75. Guinea 
76. Guinea-Bissau 

77. Guyana 
78. Haiti 
79. Honduras 
80. Hong-Kong 
81. Hungary 
82. Iceland 
83. India  
84. Indonesia 
85. Iran 
86. Iraq  
87. Ireland 
88. Israel 
89. Italy 
90. Jamaica 
91. Japan 
92. Jordan  
93. Kazakhstan 
94. Kenya 
95. Kosovo 
96. Kuwait 
97. Kyrgyz Republic 
98. Latvia 
99. Lebanon 
100. Lesotho 
101. Liberia  
102. Libya  
103. Liechtenstein 
104. Lithuania 
105. Luxembourg 
106. Madagascar 
107. Malawi 
108. Maldives  
109. Malaysia 
110. Mali 

111. Malta  
112. Mauritania 
113. Mauritius 
114. Mexico 
115. Micronesia 
116. Moldova 
117. Mongolia 

 

118. Monaco 
119. Montenegro  
120. Montserrat (UK) 
121. Morocco 
122. Mozambique 
123. Myanmar  
124. Namibia 

125. Nepal 
126. Netherlands 
127. New Zealand 
128. Nicaragua 
129. Niger  
130. Nigeria 
131. Northern Mariana 

Islands (U.S) 
132. North Macedonia 
133. Norway 
134. Oman 
135. Pakistan 
136. Panama 
137. Papua New Guinea 
138. Paraguay 
139. Peru 
140. Philippines 
141. Poland 
142. Portugal  
143. Qatar 
144. Romania  
145. Russia 
146. Rwanda 
147. Saint Lucia 
148. Saint Kitts and Nevis 
149. Saint Vincent and the 

Grenadines 
150. Samoa 
151. Sao Tome and 

Principe 
152. Saudi Arabia 
153. Senegal 
154. Serbia  
155. Seychelles 
156. Sierra Leone 

157. Singapore 
158. Sint Maarten 
159. Slovakia 
160. Slovenia 
161. Solomon Islands  
162. Somalia  
163. South Africa 
164. South Korea 
165. South Sudan 
166. Spain 
167. Sri Lanka 
168. Sudan  
169. Suriname 
170. Sweden 
171. Switzerland 
172. Tajikistan 
173. Taiwan 
174. Thailand 
175. Timor Leste 
176. Togo 
177. Tonga 
178. Trinidad and Tobago 
179. Tunisia 
180. Turkey 
181. Turks and Caicos Islands 

(UK) 
182. Tuvalu 
183. UAE 
184. Uganda 
185. UK 
186. Ukraine 
187. Uruguay 
188. USA 
189. Uzbekistan 
190. Vanuatu 
191. Venezuela 
192. Vietnam 
193. West Bank and Gaza 
194. Zambia 
195. Zimbabwe 
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1 https://www.imf.org/en/Topics/imf-and-covid19/Policy-Responses-to-COVID-19 
2 https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-afghanistan-food/afghanistan-distributes-free-bread-as-prices-soar-amid-coronavirus-idUSKBN22H1A4 
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https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-afghanistan-food/afghanistan-distributes-free-bread-as-prices-soar-amid-coronavirus-idUSKBN22H1A4
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3  https://exit.al/2020/03/qeveria-pagese-direkte-per-te-vetepunesuarit-sa-2-here-rroga-e-deklaruar-dyfishon-pagesat-e-ndihmes-ekonomike-dhe-papunesis/ 
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4 http://www.aps.dz/societe/104006-une-allocation-de-10-000-da-pour-les-familles-necessiteuses-et-celles-affectees-par-le-coronavirus 
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http://www.aps.dz/societe/104006-une-allocation-de-10-000-da-pour-les-familles-necessiteuses-et-celles-affectees-par-le-coronavirus
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5 https://www.joradp.dz/FTP/JO-FRANCAIS/2020/F2020015.pdf 
6 https://www.joradp.dz/FTP/JO-FRANCAIS/2020/F2020016.pdf 

https://www.joradp.dz/FTP/JO-FRANCAIS/2020/F2020015.pdf
https://www.joradp.dz/FTP/JO-FRANCAIS/2020/F2020016.pdf
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7 http://jornaldeangola.sapo.ao/politica/apoio-financeiro-beneficia-mais-de-11-mil-criancas-em-tres-provincias 
8 http://jornaldeangola.sapo.ao/politica/apoio-financeiro-beneficia-mais-de-11-mil-criancas-em-tres-provincias 
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http://jornaldeangola.sapo.ao/politica/apoio-financeiro-beneficia-mais-de-11-mil-criancas-em-tres-provincias
http://jornaldeangola.sapo.ao/politica/apoio-financeiro-beneficia-mais-de-11-mil-criancas-em-tres-provincias
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9 https://beyond.co.ao/medidas-imediatas-de-estimulo-para-empresas-e-particulares-em-resposta-a-pandemia-do-coronavirus/ 
10 https://beyond.co.ao/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Memorando-de-propostas-de-medidas_Codiv_19_AO.pdf 
11 https://www.governo.gov.ao/VerNoticia.aspx?id=50027 
12 https://beyond.co.ao/medidas-imediatas-de-estimulo-para-empresas-e-particulares-em-resposta-a-pandemia-do-coronavirus/ 
13 https://beyond.co.ao/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Memorando-de-propostas-de-medidas_Codiv_19_AO.pdf  
14 https://beyond.co.ao/medidas-imediatas-de-estimulo-para-empresas-e-particulares-em-resposta-a-pandemia-do-coronavirus/ 
15 https://beyond.co.ao/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Memorando-de-propostas-de-medidas_Codiv_19_AO.pdf 

https://beyond.co.ao/medidas-imediatas-de-estimulo-para-empresas-e-particulares-em-resposta-a-pandemia-do-coronavirus/
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• Employers will be able to contact HMRC (revenue and customs) for a 
grant to cover most of the wages of people who are not working that are 
furloughed and kept on payroll rather than being laid off. Government 
grants would cover 80% of the salary of retained workers to a total of 
2,500 pounds a month. The scheme will cover the cost of wages backdated 
to March 1 and will initially be open for three months (might be extended 
if needed).462 
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