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The Dirty Dozen I News You Can Use 

This March, 500 government representatives, 
experts, and concerned citizens ffom 121 countries 
assembled in Bonn, Germany, at an intergovernrnen- 
tal meeting to negotiate a legally binding interna- 
tional instnunent to implement global action on 
Persistent Organic Pollutants (POPs). POPs ate 
hazardous synthetic chemicals, chiefly industrial 
and agricultural byproducts or residues that accumu- 
late in water, soil, and the atmosphere. They aIso are 
silent killers--menacing to life on earth, including 
humans. The meeting in Bonn of the 4" Session of 
the Intergovernmental Negotiating Committee, 
dubbed INC-4, made progress in drafting a conven- 
tion text. 

Yet, there is a divide between developed and 
developing countries on ways and means to reduce 
and eradicate POPs from the face of the globe, 
particularly the most potent hazardous materials, 
infarnausly known as the Dirty Dozen (see box on 
back). These twelve toxic chemicals include DDT, 
dioxins, and PCBs (polychlorinated biphenyls, a 
cocktail of 209 types of chlorinated toxins). There is 
growing scientific evidence that the Dirty Dozen 
may be the leading agents for inducing reproduc- 
tive and developmental changes, disrupting the 
endocrine system, suppressing immune system 
functions in all animals. 

GEF has been addressing the issue of POPs through 
its international waters portfolio, and the Council 
will be discussing at its next meeting how we can do 
more. POPs recognize no political or geographical 
boundaries. They strike where they are present-in 
the water, air, and soil of developed and developing 
countries alike. As representatives of civil society, I 
hope non*govemmental organizations (NGOs) will 
play a mare proactive role in helping n m w  the gap 
between aoncerned governments. There is too much 
at stake far human health and the environment to 
allow the current impasse to continue. The gaps 
preventing agreement can be bridged during the next 
session of the INC in South Africa in December. 

Mohamed T. El-Ashry 
Chairman and CEO 

Please visit the GEF Website, www.gefweb.org. for all Council doc1 

GEF Experience on POPs. GEF's Operational 
Strategy includes special measures to address POPs 
through its international waters focal area. GEF has 
provided funding to develop alternatives to the use 
of toxic chemicals and controlled pesticide manage- 
ment in Central America and Colombia. Among 
others, it also has provided funding for impact 
assessments of POPs on Russian Arctic populations. 

DDT Ban Benefits Biodiversity. Since the United 
States banned DDT 28 years ago, the payoff has 
been remarkable. In addition to reducing hazards to 
human health, the peregrine falcon is back from the 
brink of extinction and off the endangered species 
list. Brown pelicans are flourishing in Florida, 
ospreys are back on Long Island, and the bald eagle 
population has soared. 

A Treasure Trove in Water. At 23,600 cubic 
kilometers and nearly a mile deep, Lake Baikal holds 
20 percent of the world's fresh water. It harbors more 
endemic plant and animal species than any other 
lake, including 50 species of edible fish like bullhead 
and sturgeon. Of the 336 rivers and streams that flow 
into the lake, only one-the Angara-flows out. Yet 
five decades of rapid industrialization have endan- 
gered this isolated lake in a remote corner of Siberia. 
Effluents containing persistent toxic substances flow 
into the lake from some 50 industrial enterprises and 
16 towns nearby. Through its support for 
biodiversity conservation in the Russian Federation, 
GEF is funding an integrated regional development 
and natural resources management project in the 
Lake Baikal region. 

New Operational Program. In response to the growing 
need for fundmg to address POPS, GEF is considering 
the"Drafi Elements of an Operational Program for 
Reducing and Eliminating Releases of Persistent 
Organic Pollutants into the Environment." The GEF 
Council will review this document at its November 
meeting. In early October, the document will be posted 
for review on the GEF website (www.gefweb.org). 

GEF-NGO CONSULTATION DATES 
Tuesday, October 3 1,2000 
Tuesday, May 8,2001 

dments, delails on GEF projects, and a variety of publications. 
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Fundacion Ecologica Universal (FEU). One of 
GEF's most active partners is this Argentina-based 
NGO. Created in 1990, FEU seeks to foster sustainable 
development by mobilizing a network of NGOs, media, 
and other stakeholders to develop science and informa- 
tion-based policies and strategies. It also strives to 
achieve attitudinal change by enhancing public aware- 
ness and promoting clear, accurate environmental 
information. As the GEF-NGO network's regional focal 
point for Latin America, FEU is represented by its 
president, Ms. Liliana Hisas. It actively disseminates 
GEF information to regional NGOs and stakeholders, 
and has coordinated the preparation of regional surveys 
and position papers presented to the GEF Council. 

Quote of the Quarter 
'Dioxin is diabolic,...lcall it the Darth Vader of toxic chemicals. It disrupts many systems. 
You don't want it in your neighborhood." 

epidemiologist Richard CIapp 
Boston University School of Public Health 

Hisas also was actively involved in developing the me- 
diurn-size projects (MSPs) and has produced "Promot- 
ing Strategic Parherships Between the GEF and the 
NGO Community1'-a strategic paper that seeks to 
strengthen the GEF-NGO relationship. FEU has coordi- 
nated workshops to identify MSPs in Argentina, Chile, 
Peru, and Ecuador. Its contribution has helped make the 
nations of Latin America among the most active recipi- 
ents of GEF's mediurn-size projects. For more informa- 
tion, contact Liliana Hisas at Fundacion Ecologica Uni- 
versal, Sarmiento 1334, Buenos Aires (l041), Argentina. 
Tel-Fax: (54-1 1) 4373-0552, E-mail: info@feu999.org. 

Partners in Conservation 

Did You Know? 
The initial targets for phase-out in the INC 
proces$ are 12 dangerous POPs, the so-called 
"Dirty Dozen." They are: 1) aldrin, 2) chlordane, 
3) DDT, 4) dieldrin, 5) dioxin, 6) endrin, 
7) furans, 8) heptachlor, 9) hexachlorobenzene, 
10) mirex, 11) polychlorinated biphenyls 
(PCBs), and 12) toxaphene. Once dispersed, 
POPs mvel thousands of miles and persist for 
generatipns by entering the food chain and 
accumulating in plant and animal tissues. 

The DDT Debate 

Four decades ago, Rachel Carson, an American 
marine biologist of great vision, triggered the DDT 
debate with her book, Silent Spring. By exposing 
DDT's lethal effects-apparent in the devastated 
reproductive systems of songbirds such as the robin 
and the bald eagle-the book triggered a DDT ban in 
the United States and other developed countries. This 
ban did not, however, curb export of DDT from 
developed to developing countries. Nor could it stop 
chemical manufacturers from relocating their DDT 
production facilities to developing countries. Now, 
many developing countries are both the main produc- 
ers and users of DDT, including its biggest consumers, 
China and India. 

There is an emerging consensus in the global commu- 
nity to ban DDT by 2007. But this proposal has pitted 
anti-malaria health workers and environmentalists 
against each other. The former groupconsiders it 
unwise to ban DDT, a potent insecticide, in a world 
where 300 to 500 million new cases of malaria are 
contracted and 2.7 million people die yearly From 
malaria. On the other hand, environmental NGOs note 
that there are alternatives to DDT that will neither be 
developed nor used as long as DDT is promoted, sold, 
and subsidized as the world's primary form of malaria 
control. Because of these conditions, GEF has sup- 
ported the development of new initiatives to evaluate 
cost-effective alternatives to DDT in malaria-prone 
sites of Central America. 

If the payoffs of the initial DDT ban are measures of 
the expected results, banning DDT by 2007 at a slow, 
incremental pace is both practical and pragmatic. 

WANTED: 
Your Contributions 

We are looking for contributions to our Partners 
in Consewation column. Write to us and tell us 
about your organization (in less than 200 words). 

I 

The GEF publishesthis quarterly newsletter in English, French. and Spanish. It is distributed electronically or, on request. via mail. 
For more information or to submit story suggestions, please contact Hemanta Mishra at the coordinates below. 

Tel: 202-473-0508. Fax: 202-522-3240. E-mail: hmishra@woddbank.org. 

-- Global Environment Facility, 181cH Street, NW. Washington, DC 2 0 4 3 3 ~ ~ ~ ~  
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